
Ebenezer Gould came to Owosso in 1837 at the age of 20. 
By 1838 he and his brother-in-law, David Fish were 
partners in a general store that was located on the southwest 
corner of Washington and Exchange Streets. In the 1840s 
they ran a grist mill along the river near where the 1915 
Armory was built. Ebenezer later studied law with his 
brother, Amos and by 1851 he was a practicing lawyer. 

In July, 1862 Ebenezer accepted a position in the Union 
Army as First Major in the 8th Michigan Cavalry. In 1863 
he had the rank of Lt. Colonel in General Hooker’s Army 
of the Potomac, a regiment in General Custer's brigade. 
By 1865, when he was discharged due to a disability, 
he had become a Colonel in Michigan’s Fighting 5th. 
Returning to Owosso he became a partner in a law �rm 
with Gilbert R. Lyon.

Ebenezer's second home was on the southwest corner of Main and 
Elm Streets. It was moved in 1992 to the Corunna Historic Village.
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David Gould (1827 - 1884) married Mary Todd and built 
their house on the northwest corner of Oliver and Ada 
Streets. He became one the “sawmill kings” of Michigan.
David Gould was the youngest of the Gould family 
members. �e �rst bank established in Owosso in 1854, 
D. Gould and Company Bankers, was named for him.
He served as Mayor of Owosso 1872 - 1874 and as the 
manager of the "Ramshorn", one of Michigan's very �rst 
railroads. At the time David died at the age of 57, he was 
City of Owosso Treasurer.

Dr. Graham, one of Owosso’s early doctors, married 
Vilette Gould (1824 - 1896). �eir home was located 
on the northeast corner of Mulberry and Oliver Streets.

�eir grandchildren were Frederick C. Frieseke, 
Owosso’s internationally renowned impressionist artist, 
and William Graham, a St. Louis Browns major league 
baseball player. 

Frederick C. Frieseke dedicated his 1910 
painting “Lady with the Sunshade” to the 
memory of his grandmother, Vilette. It is 
owned by the city of Owosso and is on 
display in the Shiawassee Arts Center.
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THE  GOULD FAMILY
Many of the twelve Gould brothers and sisters from Fleming, Cayuga County, New York became early 
settlers and left their marks on the city of Owosso.

In 1837, brothers Ebenezer and Daniel were the �rst Gould family members to arrive. In 1838, the land 
known as the “original plat” of Owosso was surveyed and mapped by Daniel Gould (1809 - 1848) at the 
request of the Williams brothers, co-founders of Owosso.

Amos Gould moved to Owosso in 1843 with his wife Louisa and their family. 
He had been a law clerk for William Seward, Governor of  New York. 

In 1873, Amos made major changes to his “mansion” by removing the turret, 
replacing the hip roof with a mansard roof, and adding cream-colored brick 
(from New York) plus three ornate entrances.

Amos’ granddaughter, Philena (Lena) Gould was the last Gould family 
member to live in the house. She had the six upstairs bedrooms converted to 
two apartments in 1938. Lena died in 1947, leaving the house to her childhood 
sweetheart. �e city purchased the house from his widow in 1979.

Ebenezer Gould �ipped a coin with his 
brother, Amos, to decide who would enlist 
in the Civil War and who would remain 
home to continue the businesses and take 
care of their families. Amos stayed home 
and became very wealthy and Ebenezer 
became a hero earning the rank of 
Colonel in Michigan’s Fighting 5th. 

According to Sadie Greenman (the girl with the long 
braid, later to become the wife of Lee Woodard), these 
young people, pictured on the front lawn of the Amos 
Gould house c.1900, were the “Push” of Owosso.

�ey include Headley Cooper, Jamie Osburn, 
Roy Northway, Frank Conner, Claude Stuart, Lena 
Mary Gould, Sadie Greenman, Irma Brewer, Louise 
Gould, Nina Daniels, Aura Dudley, Florence Upham, 
Bernice Keeler, Gracia Merell, Earl Rexford, Helen 
Graham, Lee Woodard, Albert Chapman, Ethel Hunt, 
Clara Osborne, Perry Crumm, Nellie Allison, Mattie 
Horsman, Frederick E. Gould and Fletcher Gould. 
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In 1843, Amos’ brother, Daniel had built a wood frame house for 
him on the northwest corner of Oliver and Washington Streets. 
�is house was the primary residence of the family for nearly 
seventeen years. (In 1906, when Amos’ son, Frederick H. Gould 
owned the property, the house was lifted and slid on the ice up 
the alley to 115 West King Street where it sits today as a rental 
property.)
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John and Polly Todd, the �rst settlers of Flint in 1830, 
moved to Owosso late in their lives (1862) because so 
many of their children lived in the area. One of their sons, 
Albert S. Todd, married Mary Gould, Ebenezer’s daughter. 
�ey also lived in the Gould family home.

Albert and Mary’s daughter, Annie M. Todd, called Nan by 
all who knew her, often traveled to New York City and would 
come back to Owosso reporting on the cultural happenings 
of the big city. 

In 1928, the house was made into eight apartments by 
then owner, Calvin P. Bentley. It became known as the 
Todd Apartments.

In 1860 Ebenezer and his wife, Irene (Beach) Gould, built 
their handsome Italianate house on the southwest corner of 
Mulberry and Oliver Streets as a one-family home. It is 
embellished with an ornate belvedere and �nial on top and 
large double brackets under the eaves.

Amos Gould opened Owosso’s �rst law o�ce and established 
Owosso’s �rst bank out of his home. He organized the �rst school, 
Oak Hill Cemetery, the Michigan Central Railroad, the First 
Congregational Church, plus several sawmills in Owosso 
and elsewhere in Michigan. Gould City, in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula, is named after him.

During this time, Amos also served as County Prosecuting Attorney, 
Probate Judge, State Senator and was elected in 1859 as Owosso’s 
�rst mayor. In keeping with his new status, Amos built what 
he called “the mansion” in 1860, just south of the old 1843 
frame house.
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