
100 Block North Washington
In 1898, the �rst brick pavement in Owosso was laid on Washington and 
Main Streets. �e clay bricks were mixed with iron before �ring and 
weighed over 8lbs each. One burly bricklayer laid the bricks so quickly that 
soon a bet was on how many bricks he could lay in a day. Not sure if anyone 
won the bet, but he laid 5,000 bricks. �e YMCA, located halfway up the 
block on the second �oor, was the location of the city's �rst indoor showers.

Wesener Block
Born in 1830 in Wurttemberg, Germany, Hugo Wesener came to Owosso 
in 1875 and purchased the stock of the C.L. Goodhue Dry Goods Store. 
In 1885 a �re, costing $50,000 in damages, demolished the buildings at 
104-106-108 North Washington Street. 

In 1886, Hugo built the Wesener Block. �is photo, taken around 1887, 
shows F.H. Banister Groceries occupying the middle storefront and Brown 
& Mahaney Carpets & Dry Goods the building on the right. Dr. Arnold’s 
o�ce was on the second �oor.

Various businesses occupied the three storefronts over the years. �e third 
�oor of the building, called Wesener’s Hall, hosted banquets and suppers 
and even advertised roller skating parties. In the 1960s, John Wesley 
College used the building for their administration o�ces.

Storrer’s
Born in 1830 in Wurttemberg, Germany, Hugo Wesener came to Owosso 
As a youth, Fred Storrer, born in 1867, grew up to be called the “Hustling 
Clothier.” He clerked for the clothing store Murray & Terbush. In 1891 he 
became a partner in Wicking and Storrer (Gents Fine Furnishings), 
which was located at 123 North Washington and 105 East Exchange Streets 
- the store had entrances on both streets. Fred is pictured standing at the left 
of the door, but the bicyclist remains a mystery.

R. L. (Robert), born in 1897 to Fred and Virginia 
Storrer, was one of the �rst 1,500 Navy air pilots, 
called the U.S. Golden Eagles, who served in WWI.  
R.L. and his wife, Lillian had six children - Robert, 
James, Suzanne, John, Richard and Mary Jane. In 
the late 1920s, F. J. Storrer Clothing moved across 
the street to 114 North Washington and became 
known simply as Storrer’s.

 
. 

In 1986, Storrer’s “o�cially” closed. However, 
Jim (pictured with a photo of his grandfather, 
the Hustling Clothier) and his wife, Faye, 
reopened a men’s specialty store at the old 
location, 110 North Washington, to continue 
the tradition of Storrer’s Clothing that began in 
1891. He said, “It’s about time we had another 
Storrer as the Hustling Clothier.”
 

�e building on the left, constructed in 1868 for 
a hardware business, housed the Owosso Post 
O�ce in 1884 on ground level and the Odd 
Fellows Hall on the third �oor. �en came a 
succession of cigar stores and billiard halls. James 
Oliver Curwood reputedly was a frequent visitor. 
It was Gray’s Cigar Store for many years into 
the 1950s. 

In 1837, Ebenezer Gould and David Fish opened Owosso’s �rst store at this 
location on the southwest corner of Washington and Exchange Streets. 
M.L. Stewart had a grocery store on this site in 1857.

In 1883, W.D. Murray and Jay M. Terbush came to Owosso from Fenton and 
formed a partnership in boots and shoes, leasing the striking building at 119 North 
Washington. On the corner was MacBain’s Clothing Store. On the other side of 
Murray & Terbush was J.C. Williams, another boot shop.

In 1912, the Owosso Savings Bank moved into the building. �e bank remained 
at this location until 1938 when it moved up the street into the former Citizens 
Bank building on the southwest corner of Washington and Exchange Streets. In 
1945, Cunningham’s Drug Store moved into the �omas Building.

Murray & Terbush moved their growing business to the building owned by 
George �omas on the northwest corner of Main and Washington Streets. 

Other businesses in the block were �ome & Frisbee Shoes, Dr. Williams, 
Dentist and Collins Drug Store.

�e building pictured on the corner was 
built in 1896 by Issac M. Keeler, known 
as the Keeler Block, for the Citizens 
Savings Bank of Owosso (the entrance 
faced the intersection). �e brick for 
the building came from Fred Tick’s 
brick plant on Corunna Avenue.

Frederick W. Pearce and Arthur Ward established a hardware, furniture 
and undertaking business in a mammoth building on the northeast corner 
of Washington and Main Streets. �e Pearce & Ward Store burned in 
1911 just three weeks after the infamous cyclone of November 11, 1911, 
11 pm occurred.

After the �re, Ward bought out Pearce and the building was rebuilt. �e 
Arthur Ward Furniture Company played a signi�cant role in downtown 
Owosso for over 50 years, going out of business in 1965.

Osmer’s Market occupied the middle storefront for 
nearly sixty years. 

As a young man, Albert E. Osmer, born in New York 
state in 1874, worked for the Dudley Creamery and 
Lewis & Loomis Grocers in Owosso. In 1907 the �rm 
of Loomis & Osmer was founded. �e Osmer 

brothers, Albert E. and 
Alfred G. became bottlers 
of soft drinks located at 
612 River Street.

Albert’s son, Fred Osmer opened Osmer’s Market in 
1906 in the Wesener Block at 108 North Washington 
Street. A huge pickle barrel at the entrance to the store 
greeted shoppers with their large homemade pickles. 
Osmer’s was also well-known for its delicious 
homemade Mayonnaise and �ousand Island 
Dressing. And, they would also deliver groceries!

Fred and his wife, Morna Elliot, had two children, 
Fred Jr. and Connie, who married Jerry Voight. When 
Fred retired in 1975, the store closed – the last true 
grocery store in downtown Owosso.

In 1910, Col. John H. Steck purchased Steck’s Jewelry Store from 
�omas O. Christian. �e store, at 118 North Washington, was owned 
by the Steck family for nearly 75 years.

In 1899, J.F. Storrer Men’s Clothing occupied a portion of the building. 
�e second story was o�ce space and the third story housed the Masons from 
1896-1926 until their new building was built on the corner of Mason and 
Washington Streets. 

�omas Block
George E. �omas, born in London, England in 1812, built the �omas 
Block, four brick buildings on Main Street just west of Washington in 1886. 
He lived in the corner building for a while, which was one of the oldest frame 
houses in the city. It later became the American Express O�ce and then 
C.L. Goodhue’s grocery store. Later still, �omas tore it down to build the 
handsome, three-story brick building shown under construction in the 
photo below. 

In 1966, R.L. and his sons purchased and extensively remodeled the Arthur 
Ward Building, on the northeast corner of Main and Washington Streets. 
R. L. said this major expansion was in keeping with the company’s desire 
to “do something for the city in which we live . . . as an improvement to 
the downtown.”

In 2007 a �re in the adjacent Wesener Building caused extensive damage to the 
store and inventory. �is ended the 115-year-old family clothing business, but 
not before Storrer’s was recognized by Michigan Retailers Association as a 
Centennial Family Business. 
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�is photo looks southeast from Exchange Street down Washington Street.

Citizens Bank closed during the “Bank 
Holiday” of 1933 and never reopened. 
�e Owosso Savings Bank moved into 
the building in 1938. All three of 
Owosso’s banks (including State 
Savings Bank) had closed in 1933, 
however, Owosso Savings closed for 
only three days. �e directors of the 
board, with Calvin P. Bentley as President, provided the money to reopen, 
guaranteeing the Bank’s depositors against any loss, of which there was none. 

After Fred’s passing in 1934, R. L. moved the store again to 110 North 
Washington, which had been the Blue Bird Restaurant run by Peter Capitan. 
�e new location boasted a mezzanine, a brick glass rear wall for extra light, 
revolving suit racks, colored outdoor glass panels on the facade and handsome 
furniture casings for merchandise. It was a new and modern store for its time.
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