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Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition “Water/Ways” Explores 
Water’s Environmental and Cultural Impact 
 Made possible by the Michigan Humanities Council, Cook Family Foundation and Shiawassee County CVB
 On Display at Shiawassee Arts Center February 23 - April 7, 2019

“Water/Ways,” continued
The opening reception for SAC members is Saturday, February 
23, 6-8pm. Michigan Humanities Scholar, Dave Dempsey will 
present "Water in Michigan: Appreciating and Protecting." The 
public opening reception is Sunday, February 24, 2-4pm.

Featured events at SAC include:

All-Media, Juried, Water-Themed Art Competition, 
February 23 - April 7, $1,000 in Awards presented by Owosso 
Mayor Chris Eveleth, February 23, 7pm
Owosso Middle School 8th Grade Poetry Display
February 23 - April 7, Awards presented February 24, 3pm

Owosso Middle School 6th Grade "River Critters" Exhibit
February 23 - April 7

"The Environment" LOCATION???
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 27, 6:30pm

“Water/Ways” explores the endless motion of the water cycle, 
water’s e�ect on landscape, settlement and migration, and its 
impact on culture and spirituality. It looks at how political and 
economic planning have long been a�ected by access to 
water and control of water resources. Human creativity and 
resourcefulness provide new ways of protecting water 

Current Exhibit Continues Through February 17

SAC welcomed the �rst exhibit of 2019 featuring the work of artists Janet Goldstein of Grand Blanc, Glen Lewis of 
St. Johns, Elizabeth & Michael Sevick of Swartz Creek and Madison Van Epps of Owosso. The exhibit, which 
continues through February 17, is sponsored by Dr. Michael Schmidt. 

resources and renewing respect for the natural 
environment.

“Water is an important part of everyone’s life and we are 
excited to explore what it means in our own community,” 
said Piper Brewer, Executive Director of the Shiawassee 
Arts Center. “The reason Owosso, Corunna and other small 
communities in our county were established was because 
of the Shiawassee River. Early settlers were drawn to the 
area not only by the beauty of the valley, (photo by Eli 
Dingens, taken by drone just below the Shiatown Damn) 
but also the potential that the river possessed for the 
generation of power.” (other photo of damn)

SAC wants to engage conversations about water and has 
developed local exhibitions and public programs to 
complement the Smithsonian exhibition. The following 
organizations will be contributing to the Water/Ways 
exhibit experience with lectures, exhibits, activities and 
events:

Partnering Organizations
City of Owosso - Tour of Water Filtration Plant, Owosso City 
Manager, Nathan Henne and former Water Utilities Director, 
Gary Burk, Dates TBD

DeVries Nature Conservancy - Watershed Nature Playgroups 
for Preschoolers, March 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2:30-3:30pm

Friends of the Shiawassee River - "Ancient & Contemporary 
Japanese, Non-Toxic, Water-Based Art Forms", Speaker, Linda 
Beeman, February 26, WIG, 7pm

Owosso Armory - ArtShare Water-Themed Exhibit, 
February 23 - April 1

Chamber Topics at Noon - “The Shiawassee Water Trail”, 
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, Feb 26, noon
                               
Chamber Connect @ Four -Tour of SAC & Castle, Feb 27, 4pm
 
Owosso Historical Commission - “Smithsonian Water/Ways 
OHS Student Exhibit at the Castle”, February 24 - April 7, awards 
sponsored by Drs. Carolyn & Dean Ebert
                                                    
Shiawassee District Library, Owosso - "Shiawassee River 
History", Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 12, 7pm

Steam Railroading Institute - "How Water Powers the Pere 
Marquette 1225 Steam Locomotive", April 6, 11am 

From above, Earth appears as a water planet with more 
than 71 percent of its surface covered with this vital 
resource for life. Water impacts climate, agriculture, 
transportation, industry and more. It inspires art and music. 

This major exhibition, which is free and open to the public 

February 23 - April 7, will examine water as an 
environmental necessity and an important cultural 
element. “Water/Ways”, hosted by the Shiawassee Arts 
Center, is a traveling exhibition from the Smithsonian’s 
Museum on Main Street (MoMS) program.

Continued on page four ... 

Photo by Eli Dingens

Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
Explores Water’s Environmental & Cultural Impact
Made Possible by the Michigan Humanities Council with Support from Cook Family Foundation & Shiawassee County CVB

On Display at Shiawassee Arts Center February 23 - April 7, 2019

From above, Earth appears as a water planet with more
than 71 percent of its surface covered with this vital resource 
for life. Water impacts climate, agriculture, transportation, 
industry and more. It inspires art and music.
   This major exhibition, which is free and open to the public

February 23 - April 7, will examine water as an environmental 
necessity and an important cultural element. “Water/Ways”, 
hosted by the Shiawassee Arts Center, is a traveling exhibition 
from the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street (MoMS) 
program. Continue reading on page three ...

SAC welcomed the first exhibit of 2019 featuring the work of artists Janet Goldstein of Grand Blanc, Madison Van Epps of 
Owosso, Michael & Elizabeth Sevick of Swartz Creek and Glen Lewis of St. Johns. Glen is pictured with his former teacher and 
SAC board member, Linda Hill. The exhibit is sponsored by Dr. Michael Schmidt.



nOTES FROM THE BOARD
      The 2019 SAC Board of Directors are President Clark  
      Shanahan, President-elect Jerry Gregoricka, Secretary 
      Katherine Godbold, Treasurer Tom Connell, CPA. 
      Members at large are Mike Ardelean, Brian Bru�, Hon. 
      Clark Harder, Linda Hill, Michael Kovich, Cherie 
      Knecht, Hon. Gerald Lostracco, Betty McGinnis, Carrie 
      Rathbun Hawks, Samantha Stechschulte, Molly Tipton 
      and Bob Wilcox. Ex-o�cio members are Lance 
      Ellenberg, Dr. James  McEwan and Connie Voight.

      Many thanks to Elaine Kuchar who retired 
      at the end of 2018 after serving on the 
      board for three years.

      SAC sta� includes Executive Director Piper Brewer, 
      Arts Education Director Linda Ruehle, Exhibits 
      Director Karen Marumoto, Education Assistant Natalie 
      Park and Sales Associate Delaney Asbridge.

 •  We are numb from the loss of our beloved SAC mascot, Jackpot, who was a daily staple 
    at the Arts Center for nearly three years. He is sadly missed!

artFelt Thanks
 • Another successful Holiday at the Center! Thanks to sponsor Memorial Healthcare, Sunburst 
   Gardens for the outdoor decorations, and to Linda Hill for the lovely decorations and auction items.
 • To Tom Connell of Getzen & Connell, CPAs for his donations of time and talent to SAC
 • To Elaine Kuchar who retired at the end of 2018 after serving on the board for three years
 • To Jerry Lostracco for having chaired the fall ra�e. Lisa Hood won the grand prize to Mackinac
 • To Bob Wilcox for his continuing tech support
 • To Barney Butler for making improvements to the Arts Center without charge 
 • To Connie Codde, Joel Ellis, Alex Klinkoski, Sally Sue Gale, Mango Moon and Xavier for recent 
   donations of artwork to SAC 
 • To the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural A�airs and the Cook Family Foundation for grants to 
   improve facility energy e�ciency

EDUCATE, ENTERTAIN & ENRICH
The Shiawassee Arts Center is a shining jewel in Owosso's and Shiawassee County's crown. SAC �lls 
a critical and essential role as the visual arts "heart" for Owosso and the surrounding area. It is a 
cultural gem with an unique heritage, prime location and dynamic programming. And, it has made 
amazing progress and touched many lives in its 47-year history. After carefully assessing community 
needs, growth strategies and sustainability needs the SAC board of directors has undertaken a Major 
Donor Campaign, EDUCATE, ENTERTAIN & ENRICH, to raise funds for the endowment which will help 
sustain the organization well into the future. This campaign will set the stage for SAC's next 47 years 
of growth, build upon past successes and will also extend the Shiawassee Arts Center's reach and 
impact in the community well into the future. To make a donation now or for more information call 
Piper Brewer at 989.723.8354. 

LEAVE A LEGACY TO THE arts center
In 2014 former SAC Board Member and Supporter, Bill Burk and his wife, Grace
left a bequest in their will to improve accessibility to the Arts Center with the 
installation of a three-�oor elevator. For many supporters of non-pro�t 
organizations, planned giving is an ideal way to make a meaningful impact. 
Help sustain your Arts Center for future generations by leaving a legacy. 
Every gift makes a di�erence! Please call Piper Brewer for more information 
at 989.723.8354.
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“Water/Ways,” continued
The opening reception for SAC members is Saturday, February 
23, 6-8pm. Michigan Humanities Scholar, Dave Dempsey will 
present "Water in Michigan: Appreciating and Protecting." The 
public opening reception is Sunday, February 24, 2-4pm.

Featured events at SAC include:

All-Media, Juried, Water-Themed Art Competition, 
February 23 - April 7, $1,000 in Awards presented by Owosso 
Mayor Chris Eveleth, February 23, 7pm
Owosso Middle School 8th Grade Poetry Display
February 23 - April 7, Awards presented February 24, 3pm

Owosso Middle School 6th Grade "River Critters" Exhibit
February 23 - April 7

"The Environment" LOCATION???
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 27, 6:30pm

“Water/Ways” explores the endless motion of the water cycle, 
water’s e�ect on landscape, settlement and migration, and its 
impact on culture and spirituality. It looks at how political and 
economic planning have long been a�ected by access to 
water and control of water resources. Human creativity and 
resourcefulness provide new ways of protecting water 

resources and renewing respect for the natural 
environment.

“Water is an important part of everyone’s life and we are 
excited to explore what it means in our own community,” 
said Piper Brewer, Executive Director of the Shiawassee 
Arts Center. “The reason Owosso, Corunna and other small 
communities in our county were established was because 
of the Shiawassee River. Early settlers were drawn to the 
area not only by the beauty of the valley, (photo by Eli 
Dingens, taken by drone just below the Shiatown Damn) 
but also the potential that the river possessed for the 
generation of power.” (other photo of damn)

SAC wants to engage conversations about water and has 
developed local exhibitions and public programs to 
complement the Smithsonian exhibition. The following 
organizations will be contributing to the Water/Ways 
exhibit experience with lectures, exhibits, activities and 
events:

Partnering Organizations
City of Owosso - Tour of Water Filtration Plant, Owosso City 
Manager, Nathan Henne and former Water Utilities Director, 
Gary Burk, Dates TBD

DeVries Nature Conservancy - Watershed Nature Playgroups 
for Preschoolers, March 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2:30-3:30pm

Friends of the Shiawassee River - "Ancient & Contemporary 
Japanese, Non-Toxic, Water-Based Art Forms", Speaker, Linda 
Beeman, February 26, WIG, 7pm

Owosso Armory - ArtShare Water-Themed Exhibit, 
February 23 - April 1

Chamber Topics at Noon - “The Shiawassee Water Trail”, 
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, Feb 26, noon
                               
Chamber Connect @ Four -Tour of SAC & Castle, Feb 27, 4pm
 
Owosso Historical Commission - “Smithsonian Water/Ways 
OHS Student Exhibit at the Castle”, February 24 - April 7, awards 
sponsored by Drs. Carolyn & Dean Ebert
                                                    
Shiawassee District Library, Owosso - "Shiawassee River 
History", Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 12, 7pm

Steam Railroading Institute - "How Water Powers the Pere 
Marquette 1225 Steam Locomotive", April 6, 11am 

From above, Earth appears as a water planet with more 
than 71 percent of its surface covered with this vital 
resource for life. Water impacts climate, agriculture, 
transportation, industry and more. It inspires art and music. 

This major exhibition, which is free and open to the public 

February 23 - April 7, will examine water as an 
environmental necessity and an important cultural 
element. “Water/Ways”, hosted by the Shiawassee Arts 
Center, is a traveling exhibition from the Smithsonian’s 
Museum on Main Street (MoMS) program.

Continued on page four ... 

With the generous 
support of the following 
donors SAC exceeded our 
goal to provide 
Shiawassee County 
seniors, who are 
�nancially unable, the 
opportunity to participate 
in our SMARTS classes.

Debbie Auble
Lorraine Austin
Irene & Manny Bookman
Piper Brewer
William Briggeman
Brian Bru�
Anonymous
Yvette Collard
Cook Family Foundation
Jeanne Curtis
David DeVoe
Jacob & Veronica 
Drenovsky
Alan & Jean Friend
Torey Fry
Regina Funkhouser
Darleen Gibbs
Susan Giberson
Linda S. Harris
Suzanne M. Hunt
Dee Thompson Koski
Lee & Nancy Kronenberg
Kit & Paul Kuhlman
Jann Johnson Lardie
Cynthia Mayhew
Karen Marumoto
Peggy & Richard Mattson
Janie McCartney
Ruth McCarty
Dr. James E. McEwan
Betty & Jack McGinnis
Connie Jo Miller
Lyda Miller
Jane Miller
Doug Hoover & Sandy 
Mulkey
Anonymous
Sheila Ralph
Stephen Rau
Duane & Elaine Ross
Paul & Nancy Rozycki
Linda Ruehle
Michael Salava
Marcia & Marvin Schultz
Clark Shanahan
John & Jeannette Smith
Karen Stadler
Catherine Steinbrenner
Bob Wilcox
Connie & Jerry Voight

Mark your calendars for 
this year’s Giving Tuesday 
on December 3, 2019.
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•  

•  

Beloved SAC mascot, Jackpot.
Karen and SAC Mascot, Jackpot

• 2019 SAC Board of Directors are President Clark
  Shanahan, President-elect Jerry Gregoricka, Secretary
  Katherine Godbold, Treasurer Tom Connell, CPA.
  Members at large are Mike Ardelean, Brian Bruff, 
  Hon. Clark Harder, Linda Hill, Michael Kovich, Cherie
  Knecht, Hon. Gerald Lostracco, Betty McGinnis, Carrie
  Rathbun Hawks, Samantha Stechschulte, Molly Tipton
  and Bob Wilcox. Ex-officio members are Lance
  Ellenberg, Dr. James McEwan and Connie Voight

• Deepest sympathy to the family of SAC Board Member,  
  Hon. E. Thomas Fitzgerald, on his passing

• SAC staff includes Executive Director Piper Brewer,
  Arts Education Director Linda Ruehle, Exhibits
  Director Karen Marumoto, Education Assistant Natalie
  Park and Sales Associate Delaney Asbridge

• We are deeply saddened by the loss of our beloved mascot, Jackpot, who brightened our days at the 
  Arts Center for nearly three years. Thank you to Linda Ruehle and Mike & Gwen Sutton for donating to   
  SAC in his memory

• Another successful Holiday at the Center! Thanks to sponsor Memorial Healthcare, Sunburst
  Gardens for the outdoor decorations, and to Linda Hill for the lovely decorations and auction items
• To Tom Connell of Getzen & Connell, CPAs for his donations of time and talent to SAC
• To Linda Hill for having SAC’s parking lot plowed this winter
• To Elaine Kuchar who retired at the end of 2018 after serving on the board for three years
• To Jerry Lostracco for having chaired the fall raffle. Lisa Hood won the Mackinac Island trip
• To Bob Wilcox for his continuing tech support
• To Barney Butler for making improvements to the Arts Center without charge
• To Connie Codde, Joel Ellis, Alex Klinkoski, Sally Sue Gale, Mango Moon and Xavier for recent
  donations of artwork to SAC
• To the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs and the Cook Family Foundation for grants to
  improve facility energy efficiency



“Water/Ways,” continued
The opening reception for SAC members is Saturday, February 
23, 6-8pm. Michigan Humanities Scholar, Dave Dempsey will 
present "Water in Michigan: Appreciating and Protecting." The 
public opening reception is Sunday, February 24, 2-4pm.

Featured events at SAC include:

All-Media, Juried, Water-Themed Art Competition, 
February 23 - April 7, $1,000 in Awards presented by Owosso 
Mayor Chris Eveleth, February 23, 7pm
Owosso Middle School 8th Grade Poetry Display
February 23 - April 7, Awards presented February 24, 3pm

Owosso Middle School 6th Grade "River Critters" Exhibit
February 23 - April 7

"The Environment" LOCATION???
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 27, 6:30pm

“Water/Ways” explores the endless motion of the water cycle, 
water’s e�ect on landscape, settlement and migration, and its 
impact on culture and spirituality. It looks at how political and 
economic planning have long been a�ected by access to 
water and control of water resources. Human creativity and 
resourcefulness provide new ways of protecting water 

In Celebration of the Smithsonian 
“Water/Ways” Exhibit

the Shiawassee Arts Center presents an

All-Media Water-Themed 
Juried Art Competition 

February 23 – April 7, 2019

$1,000 in Awards Presented at the Opening Reception, 
February 23, 7pm, Shiawassee Arts Center

Exhibit Juror, Shelly Hendrick Kasprzycki, President and 
CEO of the Michigan Humanities Council 

"Arts and the humanities go hand-in-hand and I look forward to 
the opportunity to exercise my love of art as a jurist."

“Water/Ways” is part of the Smithsonian’s Think Water Initiative to raise awareness of water as a critical resource for life through 
exhibitions, educational resources and public programs. The public can participate in the conversation on social media at #thinkWater. 

To learn more about “Water/Ways” and other Museum on Main Street (MoMS) exhibitions, visit www.museumonmainstreet.org. 

resources and renewing respect for the natural 
environment.

“Water is an important part of everyone’s life and we are 
excited to explore what it means in our own community,” 
said Piper Brewer, Executive Director of the Shiawassee 
Arts Center. “The reason Owosso, Corunna and other small 
communities in our county were established was because 
of the Shiawassee River. Early settlers were drawn to the 
area not only by the beauty of the valley, (photo by Eli 
Dingens, taken by drone just below the Shiatown Damn) 
but also the potential that the river possessed for the 
generation of power.” (other photo of damn)

SAC wants to engage conversations about water and has 
developed local exhibitions and public programs to 
complement the Smithsonian exhibition. The following 
organizations will be contributing to the Water/Ways 
exhibit experience with lectures, exhibits, activities and 
events:

Partnering Organizations
City of Owosso - Tour of Water Filtration Plant, Owosso City 
Manager, Nathan Henne and former Water Utilities Director, 
Gary Burk, Dates TBD

DeVries Nature Conservancy - Watershed Nature Playgroups 
for Preschoolers, March 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2:30-3:30pm

Friends of the Shiawassee River - "Ancient & Contemporary 
Japanese, Non-Toxic, Water-Based Art Forms", Speaker, Linda 
Beeman, February 26, WIG, 7pm

Owosso Armory - ArtShare Water-Themed Exhibit, 
February 23 - April 1

Chamber Topics at Noon - “The Shiawassee Water Trail”, 
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, Feb 26, noon
                               
Chamber Connect @ Four -Tour of SAC & Castle, Feb 27, 4pm
 
Owosso Historical Commission - “Smithsonian Water/Ways 
OHS Student Exhibit at the Castle”, February 24 - April 7, awards 
sponsored by Drs. Carolyn & Dean Ebert
                                                    
Shiawassee District Library, Owosso - "Shiawassee River 
History", Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 12, 7pm

Steam Railroading Institute - "How Water Powers the Pere 
Marquette 1225 Steam Locomotive", April 6, 11am 
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Host Your Next Event At Shiawassee Arts Center!
The Arts Center would make the perfect venue for your special event! Call 989.723.8354 for more information.

From above, Earth appears as a water planet with more 
than 71 percent of its surface covered with this vital 
resource for life. Water impacts climate, agriculture, 
transportation, industry and more. It inspires art and music. 

This major exhibition, which is free and open to the public 

February 23 - April 7, will examine water as an 
environmental necessity and an important cultural 
element. “Water/Ways”, hosted by the Shiawassee Arts 
Center, is a traveling exhibition from the Smithsonian’s 
Museum on Main Street (MoMS) program.

Continued on page four ... 

SAC Member Opening Reception, Saturday, February 23, 6-8pm
$1,000 Competition Awards presented 7pm

"Water in Michigan: Appreciating & Protecting" presentation by MI Humanities Scholar, Dave Dempsey

Public Opening Reception, Sunday, February 24, 2-4pm
Poetry Awards presented 3pm

continued...

“Water/Ways” explores the endless motion of the water 
cycle, water’s effect on landscape, settlement and migration,  
and its impact on culture and spirituality. It looks at how 
political and economic planning have long been affected 
by access to water and control of water resources. Human 
creativity and resourcefulness provide new ways of protecting
water resources and renewing respect for the natural 
environment.

“Water is an important part of everyone’s life and we are 
excited to explore what it means in our own community,” 
said Piper Brewer, Executive Director of the Shiawassee Arts 
Center. “The reason Owosso, Corunna and other small com-
munities in our county were established was because of the 
Shiawassee River. Early settlers were drawn to the area not 
only by the beauty of the valley but also the potential that 
the river possessed for the generation of power.” 

“Water/Ways” is part of the Smithsonian’s Think Water Initiative to raise awareness of water as a critical resource for life through
exhibitions, educational resources and public programs. The public can participate in the conversation on social media at #thinkWater.

To learn more about “Water/Ways” and other Museum on Main Street (MoMS) exhibitions, visit www.museumonmainstreet.org.

PARTnERing ORgAnizATiOnS
• City of Owosso - Tour of Water Filtration Plant, Owosso City
  Manager, Nathan Henne and former Water Utilities Director,
  Gary Burk, Saturday, March 23 at 10am
• DeVries Nature Conservancy - Watershed themed Nature Play 
  groups for Preschoolers, March 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2:30-3:30pm
• Friends of the Shiawassee River - “Ancient & Contemporary
  Japanese, Non-Toxic, Water-Based Art Forms”, Speaker, 
  Linda Beeman, February 26, WIG, 7pm
• The Armory - ArtShare Water-Themed Art Exhibition,
  February 23 - April 7
• Shiawassee Regional Chamber of Commerce
   Topics @ Twelve - “The Shiawassee Water Trail”, Speaker, 
   Phil Hathaway, Feb 26, noon, at the Armory
   Connect @ Four -Tour of Water/Ways, February 27, 4pm
   at the Armory
• Owosso Historical Commission - “Smithsonian Water/ Ways  
  Owosso High School Student Exhibit at Curwood Castle”.   
  Opens February 24, 2-4pm through April 7.  
  Awards sponsored by Drs. Carolyn & Dean Ebert.
• Shiawassee District Library, Owosso - “Shiawassee River
  History”, Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 12, 7pm
• Steam Railroading Institute - “How Water Powers the Pere
  Marquette 1225 Steam Locomotive”, April 6, 11am

In Celebration of the Smithsonian“Water/Ways” Exhibit
the Shiawassee Arts Center presents an

ALL-MeDIA WATeR-THeMeD 
JuRIeD ART COMpeTITION

February 23 – April 7, 2019

$1,000 in Awards Presented at the Opening Reception,
February 23, 7pm, Shiawassee Arts Center

Exhibit Juror, Shelly Hendrick Kasprzycki, President and
CEO of the Michigan Humanities Council

"Arts and the humanities go hand-in-hand and I look forward to 
the opportunity to exercise my love of art as a jurist."

FeATuReD eVeNTS AT SAC INCLuDe:

• All-Media, Juried, Water-Themed Art Competition
  February 23 - April 7, $1,000 in Awards presented by 
  Owosso Mayor Chris Eveleth, February 23, 7pm
• Owosso Middle School 8th Grade poetry Display
  February 23 - April 7, Awards presented February 24, 3pm
• Owosso Middle School 6th Grade "River Critters" exhibit
  February 23 - April 7
• "The River environment"
  Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 27, 6:30pm



SMARTS Program makes a difference in our community
        Ron lived at Olive Branch Assisted Living in Perry. He began  
        taking our SMARTS classes as soon as they started in early  
        October and he never missed a class --- until one day he 
        wasn't there. The instructor always enjoyed having him take 
        part in the classes and she asked the facility helper if he was 
        ill. She said that he had passed away unexpectedly soon 
        after our last class.

        She went on to say that when Ron's family was cleaning out 
        his room they found all his artwork. They had no idea that 
        he was such a good artist. One of his pieces, an acrylic 
        painting of a barn done on barn wood was so beautiful that 
        they placed it on his casket during the funeral. And then, 
afterwards, they placed it inside the casket to be buried with Ron. The family thanked us for making Ron's life happy the last 
months of his life.

This story touched all of us who are a part of the SMARTS Program. It shows we are making a positive impact on the lives of 
Shiawassee County residents living in nursing homes and assisted living facilities. Through a grant from MDHHS in the fall of 
2018 SAC has been able to expand the SMARTS Program to residents in six facilities – Durand Senior Care & Rehab, Memorial 
Healthcare, Olive Branch Senior Assisted Living, Ovid Healthcare, Oliver Woods and Pleasant View. Instructors and their 
assistants travel by SAC's van once a week to each of the facilities providing residents with art classes that teach new skills. 
Not only is it enjoyable for the participants, but research has shown the positive e�ects of seniors creating art that includes 
better mental health which may lead to less doctor visits and more overall involvement with other residents and activities.

shiwasseearts.org

“Water/Ways,” continued
The opening reception for SAC members is Saturday, February 
23, 6-8pm. Michigan Humanities Scholar, Dave Dempsey will 
present "Water in Michigan: Appreciating and Protecting." The 
public opening reception is Sunday, February 24, 2-4pm.

Featured events at SAC include:

All-Media, Juried, Water-Themed Art Competition, 
February 23 - April 7, $1,000 in Awards presented by Owosso 
Mayor Chris Eveleth, February 23, 7pm
Owosso Middle School 8th Grade Poetry Display
February 23 - April 7, Awards presented February 24, 3pm

Owosso Middle School 6th Grade "River Critters" Exhibit
February 23 - April 7

"The Environment" LOCATION???
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 27, 6:30pm

“Water/Ways” explores the endless motion of the water cycle, 
water’s e�ect on landscape, settlement and migration, and its 
impact on culture and spirituality. It looks at how political and 
economic planning have long been a�ected by access to 
water and control of water resources. Human creativity and 
resourcefulness provide new ways of protecting water 

resources and renewing respect for the natural 
environment.

“Water is an important part of everyone’s life and we are 
excited to explore what it means in our own community,” 
said Piper Brewer, Executive Director of the Shiawassee 
Arts Center. “The reason Owosso, Corunna and other small 
communities in our county were established was because 
of the Shiawassee River. Early settlers were drawn to the 
area not only by the beauty of the valley, (photo by Eli 
Dingens, taken by drone just below the Shiatown Damn) 
but also the potential that the river possessed for the 
generation of power.” (other photo of damn)

SAC wants to engage conversations about water and has 
developed local exhibitions and public programs to 
complement the Smithsonian exhibition. The following 
organizations will be contributing to the Water/Ways 
exhibit experience with lectures, exhibits, activities and 
events:

Partnering Organizations
City of Owosso - Tour of Water Filtration Plant, Owosso City 
Manager, Nathan Henne and former Water Utilities Director, 
Gary Burk, Dates TBD

DeVries Nature Conservancy - Watershed Nature Playgroups 
for Preschoolers, March 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2:30-3:30pm

Friends of the Shiawassee River - "Ancient & Contemporary 
Japanese, Non-Toxic, Water-Based Art Forms", Speaker, Linda 
Beeman, February 26, WIG, 7pm

Owosso Armory - ArtShare Water-Themed Exhibit, 
February 23 - April 1

Chamber Topics at Noon - “The Shiawassee Water Trail”, 
Speaker, Phil Hathaway, Feb 26, noon
                               
Chamber Connect @ Four -Tour of SAC & Castle, Feb 27, 4pm
 
Owosso Historical Commission - “Smithsonian Water/Ways 
OHS Student Exhibit at the Castle”, February 24 - April 7, awards 
sponsored by Drs. Carolyn & Dean Ebert
                                                    
Shiawassee District Library, Owosso - "Shiawassee River 
History", Speaker, Phil Hathaway, March 12, 7pm

Steam Railroading Institute - "How Water Powers the Pere 
Marquette 1225 Steam Locomotive", April 6, 11am 

From above, Earth appears as a water planet with more 
than 71 percent of its surface covered with this vital 
resource for life. Water impacts climate, agriculture, 
transportation, industry and more. It inspires art and music. 

This major exhibition, which is free and open to the public 

February 23 - April 7, will examine water as an 
environmental necessity and an important cultural 
element. “Water/Ways”, hosted by the Shiawassee Arts 
Center, is a traveling exhibition from the Smithsonian’s 
Museum on Main Street (MoMS) program.

Continued on page four ... 

SMARTS Program a Great Success
As the population of seniors in our community grows, SAC's new and exciting 
Shiawassee Mobile ART for Seniors (SMARTS) Program continues to grow 
with great success. Multi-media classes are o�ered weekly at the Arts Center, 
Owosso Senior Center and Morrice Senior Center. The Program is supported
by the Shiawassee Council on Aging, Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural 
A�airs and Giving Tuesday Donors.

SMARTS February Class Schedule

Mondays 
Shiawassee Arts Center, 1-2:30pm
February 11 - Clay Wall Pockets
 • Marie Gougeon, Instructor
February 25 - Getting to the Point
 • Julie Penfold, Instructor

Tuesdays 
Owosso Senior Center, 10-11:30am
February 5 - Sweetheart Treat Holder
 • Dar Gibbs, Instructor
February 19 - Study of Snow Drops in Watercolor 
 • Linda Van Cise, Instructor

Wednesdays 
Morrice Senior Center, 12:30-2pm
February 6 - Sweetheart Treat Holder
 • Dar Gibbs, Instructor

Save the Dates for March
 • SAC, March 11 & 25
 • Owosso Senior Center, March 5 & 19
 • Morrice Senior Center, March 6

As the population of seniors in our community grows, SAC's new and exciting Shiawassee 
Mobile ART for Seniors (SMARTS) Program continues to grow with great success. Multi-media 
classes are offered weekly at the Arts Center, Owosso Senior Center and Morrice Senior Center. 
The Program is supported by the Shiawassee Council on Aging, Michigan Council for Arts & 
Cultural Affairs and Giving Tuesday Donors.

MONDAyS
Shiawassee Arts Center, 1-2:30pm
• February 11 - Clay Wall Pockets
  Marie Gougeon, Instructor
• February 25 - Getting to the Point
  Julie Penfold, Instructor

TueSDAyS
Owosso Senior Center, 10-11:30am
• February 5 - Sweetheart Treat Holder
  Dar Gibbs, Instructor
• February 19 - Study of Snow Drops in 
  Watercolor - Linda Van Cise, Instructor

WeDNeSDAyS
Morrice Senior Center, 12:30-2pm
• February 6 - Sweetheart Treat Holder
  Dar Gibbs, Instructor
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SAVe THe DATeS FOR MARCH
• SAC, March 11 & 25
• Owosso Senior Center, March 5 & 19
• Morrice Senior Center, March 6

Ron lived at Olive Branch Assisted Living in Perry. He 
began taking our SMARTS classes as soon as they started 
in early October and he never missed a class --- until 
one day he wasn't there. The instructor always enjoyed 
having him take part in the classes and she asked the 
facility helper if he was ill. She said that he had passed 
away unexpectedly soon after our last class.

She went on to say that when Ron's family was cleaning 
out his room they found all his artwork. They had no 
idea that he was such a good artist. One of his pieces, 
an acrylic patriotic barn wood painting was so beautiful 
that they placed it on his casket during the funeral. And 
then, afterwards, they placed it inside the casket to be 
buried with Ron. 

SMArTS PrOgrAM MAkeS A DiFFerenCe in Our COMMuniTy

This story touched all of us who are a part of the SMARTS Program. It shows we are making a positive impact on the lives 
of Shiawassee County residents living in nursing homes and assisted living facilities. Through a grant from MDHHS in the 
fall of 2018 SAC has been able to expand the SMARTS Program to residents in six facilities – Durand Senior Care & Rehab, 
Memorial Healthcare, Olive Branch Senior Assisted Living, Ovid Healthcare, Oliver Woods and Pleasant View. Instructors 
and their assistants travel by SAC's van once a week to each of the facilities providing residents with art classes that teach 
new skills. Not only is it enjoyable for the participants, but research has shown the positive effects of seniors creating art 
that includes better mental health which may lead to less doctor visits and more overall involvement with other residents 
and activities.



Signup for Children's Classes
 • Thursdays 4:00 – 5:30 PM 
   (*unless otherwise noted)
 • $10 SAC Member/$12 non-member 
   per class (*unless otherwise noted)
 • SAC student annual membership 
   $20 or family membership $50
 • Pre-registration and payment required.

February 14 
Vintage Book Painting – Bring beauty to a 
worn book page by painting a delicate picture 
over – laying the words of world history. 
Watermedia.  Linda Van Cise, Instructor

February 21 & 28 
Frosties, Chili, Burgers and Fries: Wendy’s 
Watercolors - Students will create watercolor 
paintings on Yupo paper of their favorite menu 
items. Artwork will be on exhibit at Wendy’s the 
month of March in the annual Celebration of 
Youth Art Month! * 
$20 member/$24 non-member. Students need 
to attend both classes) Linda Ruehle and 
Brooklynn Jodway, Instructors

* Special Classes during Water/Ways 
Smithsonian Exhibition

*March 7 
Dancing Clay Fish – Create a fish chime out of 
clay that when complete will dance in the 
breeze! Requires March 21 glazing class. These 
projects will be on display until the end of the 
Exhibit, April 7. Linda Ruehle, Instructor

*March 14 
Microscopic Mysteries – Discover the tiny 
world that lives in freshwaters like the 
Shiawassee River and the Great Lakes in this 
watercolor class. Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

*March 21 
Glazing Clay projects – Glaze the dancing clay 
fish created March 7. Fish will be fired in the kiln 
once more, assembled, and put on display! 
Other previous, unfinished clay projects may be 
glazed in this class. Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

*Wednesday, March 27: (No Thursday class 
during spring break week) 
Dive Deep into Art – Tour the Water/Ways 
Exhibit in this one-day Spring Break Camp. 
Young artists will create projects such as 
watercolor piece inspired by water currents and 
a paper mosaic of water fowl. Snack provided. 
Natalie Park & Linda Ruehle, Instructors. 
*12:30-5:30pm. $30 member/$35 non-member

April 4 
Tribal Turtles and Folk Fish – Design and paint 
turtles and/or fish using acrylic in bright colors 
and patterns influenced by tribal designs and 
art. Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

April 11 
Collaged Cubism – Learn about Pablo Picasso 
while creating a self-portrait in his cubist style. 
Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

April 18 & 25 
Two-Week Batik – Create a design or picture on 
cotton fabric using this traditional Indonesian 
technique of wax resist and dyes. Linda Ruehle, 
Instructor. * $20 Member/$24 Non-member( 
2-wk class. Students need to attend both 
classes)

February 26 – April 2
ADULT CLASS: Intro to Painting
Instructor: Philip Ruehle, MFA, Artist
When: Six Week Class, Tuesdays, 12:30 – 3:30 pm, 
Age Level: Adult
Fee: Member $115 / non-member $125
Pre-registration & payment required: Call 
989-723-8354

An introduction to various painting techniques, 
methods and materials. The focus will be placed 
on still–life and landscape when developing 
both single and multiple session paintings. 
Students may choose to work in either oil or 
acrylic. Class will consist of numerous demos 
and one-on-one instruction.

March 22-24
ADULT CLASS: Mokuhanga 3 Day 
Printmaking
Instructor: Linda Beeman, Artist
Age Level: Adult
Fee: Member-$ 310/  Non-Member-$330  

An intensive 3-day workshop that covers various 
aspects of the traditional and rare Japanese 
printmaking process – Mokuhanga.  The process 
is versatile and differs from western (oil-based 
ink) woodblock in that it is water-based and 
non-toxic, using watercolor pigment, wood 
block, Japanese carving tools, rice paste and 
Japanese paper to create beautiful refined 
prints.  It is done entirely by hand without a 
printing press.  Each participant will learn how 
to design, carve and print an edition of 
multicolored woodblock prints and will learn the 
kento registration system.  At the end of the 
workshop, a print exchange will occur offering 
each student the opportunity to leave with a 
print from each classmate. Printmaking 
experience not required!

Children’s & Adults Classes AND Workshops
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Special Classes during 
Water/Ways

Smithsonian Exhibition
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Students may choose to work in either oil or
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Japanese paper to create beautiful refined
prints. It is done entirely by hand without a
printing press. 

March 7 - April 18 (no class April 11)
ADuLT CLASS: evening pottery
Instructor: Jim Reinert, Artist
When: Six Weeks, Thursdays, 6-9pm
Age Level: Adult, Beginning to Advanced
Fee: Member $145 / non-member $155
Come Experiment with Clay!

Signup for Children's Classes
 • Thursdays 4:00 – 5:30 PM 
   (*unless otherwise noted)
 • $10 SAC Member/$12 non-member 
   per class (*unless otherwise noted)
 • SAC student annual membership 
   $20 or family membership $50
 • Pre-registration and payment required.

February 14 
Vintage Book Painting – Bring beauty to a 
worn book page by painting a delicate picture 
over – laying the words of world history. 
Watermedia.  Linda Van Cise, Instructor

February 21 & 28 
Frosties, Chili, Burgers and Fries: Wendy’s 
Watercolors - Students will create watercolor 
paintings on Yupo paper of their favorite menu 
items. Artwork will be on exhibit at Wendy’s the 
month of March in the annual Celebration of 
Youth Art Month! * 
$20 member/$24 non-member. Students need 
to attend both classes) Linda Ruehle and 
Brooklynn Jodway, Instructors

* Special Classes during Water/Ways 
Smithsonian Exhibition

*March 7 
Dancing Clay Fish – Create a fish chime out of 
clay that when complete will dance in the 
breeze! Requires March 21 glazing class. These 
projects will be on display until the end of the 
Exhibit, April 7. Linda Ruehle, Instructor

*March 14 
Microscopic Mysteries – Discover the tiny 
world that lives in freshwaters like the 
Shiawassee River and the Great Lakes in this 
watercolor class. Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

*March 21 
Glazing Clay projects – Glaze the dancing clay 
fish created March 7. Fish will be fired in the kiln 
once more, assembled, and put on display! 
Other previous, unfinished clay projects may be 
glazed in this class. Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

*Wednesday, March 27: (No Thursday class 
during spring break week) 
Dive Deep into Art – Tour the Water/Ways 
Exhibit in this one-day Spring Break Camp. 
Young artists will create projects such as 
watercolor piece inspired by water currents and 
a paper mosaic of water fowl. Snack provided. 
Natalie Park & Linda Ruehle, Instructors. 
*12:30-5:30pm. $30 member/$35 non-member

April 4 
Tribal Turtles and Folk Fish – Design and paint 
turtles and/or fish using acrylic in bright colors 
and patterns influenced by tribal designs and 
art. Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

April 11 
Collaged Cubism – Learn about Pablo Picasso 
while creating a self-portrait in his cubist style. 
Brooklynn Jodway, Instructor

April 18 & 25 
Two-Week Batik – Create a design or picture on 
cotton fabric using this traditional Indonesian 
technique of wax resist and dyes. Linda Ruehle, 
Instructor. * $20 Member/$24 Non-member( 
2-wk class. Students need to attend both 
classes)

February 26 – April 2
ADULT CLASS: Intro to Painting
Instructor: Philip Ruehle, MFA, Artist
When: Six Week Class, Tuesdays, 12:30 – 3:30 pm, 
Age Level: Adult
Fee: Member $115 / non-member $125
Pre-registration & payment required: Call 
989-723-8354

An introduction to various painting techniques, 
methods and materials. The focus will be placed 
on still–life and landscape when developing 
both single and multiple session paintings. 
Students may choose to work in either oil or 
acrylic. Class will consist of numerous demos 
and one-on-one instruction.

March 22-24
ADULT CLASS: Mokuhanga 3 Day 
Printmaking
Instructor: Linda Beeman, Artist
Age Level: Adult
Fee: Member-$ 310/  Non-Member-$330  

An intensive 3-day workshop that covers various 
aspects of the traditional and rare Japanese 
printmaking process – Mokuhanga.  The process 
is versatile and differs from western (oil-based 
ink) woodblock in that it is water-based and 
non-toxic, using watercolor pigment, wood 
block, Japanese carving tools, rice paste and 
Japanese paper to create beautiful refined 
prints.  It is done entirely by hand without a 
printing press.  Each participant will learn how 
to design, carve and print an edition of 
multicolored woodblock prints and will learn the 
kento registration system.  At the end of the 
workshop, a print exchange will occur offering 
each student the opportunity to leave with a 
print from each classmate. Printmaking 
experience not required!

Children’s & Adults Classes AND Workshops

shiwasseearts.org
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Are your Dues Due?
The date above your name on your mailing label shows when 
you last paid your dues. Your membership is good for one year 
from that date. Thanks for your support! 

Current Exhibit 
Alex Klinkoski of Owosso
Mid Michigan Art Guild
Shiawassee Artists’ Guild
Sponsored by J. David Harrelson

Jann Johnson of Perry
Karen K. Miller of Okemos
Rich Tesner of Flushing

Closing reception November 4, 2 - 4 pm

the receiption. Visit Shiawasseearts.org for details.

Upcoming Exhibit

I am Hunter Glew, the Owosso 
Fellowship Intern at the Shiawassee 
Arts Center this summer. I primarily 
work with Linda Ruehle to plan and 
implement classes 
for both the senior’s and children’s art 
program. I graduated from Corunna 
High School in 2017 and am now going 
into my sophomore year at University 
of Michigan studying Biopsychology, 
Cognition, and Neuroscience. I intend 
to eventually attain my doctoral degree 
to work as a professor and researcher 
with a focus on deaf culture, or my 
new-found interest, art therapy. I 
wanted this internship because I’ve 

SAC Welcomed Summer Intern

always had a passion for the arts as a dancer and lifelong artist, 
but never saw this love intertwining with my interest in science 

students away from any outside stress. Art creates an outlet for all 
those participating and I am thankful to have helped create that 
for so many people this summer. Many thanks to the Cook Family 
Foundation for their support of this Internship Program. 

Through 
August 26

Calling All Artists
Artists 18 years and older, in all media, are invited to participate 
in SAC's 30th Annual Holiday at the Center art show, Saturday, 
November 10 through Monday, December 31. Apply online at 
Shiawasseearts.org by Friday, October 12.  

September 5 
through 
November 4

.

Exhibits

ARTIST REMINDERS
Exhibiting artists in all media are invited to submit work for 
2020 exhibit consideration by June 15, 2019. One-person or 
group exhibits are possible. Email up to �ve jpegs of recent 
work for review along with a short bio and artist statement 
to karen @ shiawasseearts.org. Please include prices of 
work.
All current, renewing and new SAC artist members are 
invited to display one piece of art in any medium in the 
non-juried 22nd Annual Member Artists Show June 25 - 
August 25. Artwork must be available for sale. SAC artist 
membership is $40/year. $500 in awards will be presented. 
Applications will be available online by April 1st.

UPCOMING EXHIBITION
April 30 - June 23
 • Marti Liddle-Lameti, Owosso
 • Shiawassee Artists' Guild Members
 • Lisabeth Curnow, Okemos
 • Melinda Pope, Holt
Opening Reception, May 5, 2-4pm

$2,000 in Scholarship 
Awards!
Mark your calendars for SAC's 47th Annual Countywide 
High School Scholarship Show & Competition April 24-28. 
Scholarship awards are available to students in Shiawassee 
County, Ovid-Elsie and Chesaning. The $500 Janis Kazren 
Award, which is given by the late artist's family, is presented 
to a graduating senior who plans on pursuing art in 
college. The Liz McEwan Awards are given in memory of 
the late patron of the arts by her family. Additional awards 
totaling $2,000 will be presented to students in grades 
9-12 at the reception on Sunday, April 28, 1-3pm.

Since SAC was established in 1972, more than $80,000 in 
scholarships and awards have been granted to area 
students to provide them with recognitiion and �nancial 
assistance in their artistic growth. Applications will be 
available at www.shiawasseearts.org by mid-February. 
Call SAC Arts Education Director, Linda Ruehle for more 
information 989.723.8354.

With ongoing generous support from Charles Lyons through the Shiawassee Community Foundation Gerald Gilbert Fund, 
SAC's Creative ARC program continues to provide meaningful art experiences to developmentally disabled young adults. 
The Program, produced in collaboration with The ARC of Mid-Michigan, a non-pro�t organization that advocates for 
disabled persons, involves the students in a wide variety of media and meaningful experiences.

THE CREATIVE AR
C

ARTIST ReMINDeRS
• Exhibiting artists in all media are invited to submit work for 2020  
exhibit consideration by June 15, 2019. One-person or group exhibits 
are possible. Email up to five jpegs of recent work for review along 
with a short bio and artist statement to karen @ shiawasseearts.org. 
Please include prices of work.
• All current, renewing and new SAC artist members are invited 
to display one piece of art in any medium in the non-juried 22nd 
Annual Member Artists Show June 25 - August 25. Artwork must be 
available for sale. SAC artist membership is $40/year. $500 in awards 
will be presented. Applications will be available online by April 1st.

$2,000 in Scholarship Awards!
Mark your calendars for SAC’s 47th Annual Countywide High 
School Scholarship Show & Competition April 24-28. Scholarship 
awards are available to students in Shiawassee County, Ovid-Elsie 
and Chesaning. The $500 Janis Kazen Award, which is given by 
the late artist’s family, is presented to a graduating senior who 
plans on pursuing art in college. The Liz McEwan Awards are 
given in memory of the late patron of the arts by her family. 
Additional awards totaling $2,000 will be presented to students 
in grades 9-12 at the reception on Sunday, April 28, 1-3pm.

Since SAC was established in 1972, more than $80,000 in scholarships 
and awards have been granted to area students to provide them 
with recognition and financial assistance in their artistic growth. 
Applications will be available at www.shiawasseearts.org by 
mid-February. Call SAC Arts Education Director, Linda Ruehle for 
more information 989.723.8354.

THe CReATIVe 
ARC
With ongoing generous support from 
Charles Lyons through the Shiawassee 
Community Foundation Gerald Gilbert 
Fund, SAC's Creative ARC program 
continues to provide meaningful art 
experiences to developmentally disabled 
young adults. The Program, produced 
in collaboration with The ARC of Mid-
Michigan, a non-profit organization that advocates for disabled 
persons, involves the students in a wide variety of media and 
meaningful experiences.

upCOMING eXHIBITION
April 30 - June 23

Marti Liddle-Lameti, Owosso
Shiawassee Artists' Guild Members

Lisabeth Curnow, Okemos
Melinda Pope, Holt

Opening Reception, May 5, 2-4pm

This Artsline is generously 

sponsored by:

• American Speedy Printing, Owosso

• Getzen & Connell, CPAs, PC


